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Friends and Blessings 
 

Later this month I will be celebrating my 65th birthday.  
Yes, my tongue is sticking out to those who are making 
comments about thinking I was older or younger than 
that.  For years, I have looked forward to checking my 
Facebook page to see the birthday greetings that come 

in.  They come from hundreds of friends that I’ve accumulated across the  
entirety of my life.  It is one of the wonderful things about the connectivity of 
Facebook.  Friends that would have been lost to me long ago are as close as 
my computer. 
 

Some are family and school friends I’ve known forever.  Some I’ve met 
throughout my ministry as a pastor, some are ones I’ve met through Scouting, 
and others, well, sometimes I have to think about how I met them.  As I read 
each note, I reflect on how we met, how long I’ve known them, what  
experiences we’ve shared, etc.  Several years ago, I came to realize that friends 
come in categories:  Friends for a reason, Friends for a season, and Friends for 
a lifetime.   
 

Some friends entered my life for a reason.  They were there for a short time 
centered around an event or a project.  When the event or project was  
finished, we went our separate ways.  Some friends entered my life for a  
season.  It was more than just an event or a project.  Our friendship was active 
for a few years.  I think of church members in congregations I have served but 
chose not to stay in touch with me.  I think of Scout Leaders that I worked 
with actively for several years, but now our paths have taken us to other  
communities. 
 

Then there are friends for a lifetime.  It isn’t that we talk to each other all the 
time.  It isn’t that we spend time together regularly.  But these are more than 
mere acquaintances.  We stay aware of each other.  We hold one another up 
in our prayers.  We celebrate each other’s life, even if it is at a distance.  Those 
friendships are precious jewels.  They are life-long blessings from God. 
 

That’s what the church is called to do.  We are to stay aware of each other.  
We are to hold one another up in our prayers.  We are to celebrate each  
other’s life.  We are blessed so that we may be a blessing to others. 
 

God does not intend us to be solo acts!  We are called to be in community, to 
love, to laugh, to cry, to share life together!  Don’t go it alone!  Come discover 
the blessings of friends at church! 
 

Blessings! 

Alan 

 

Those all with 

one mind were 

continually  

devoting  

themselves to 

prayer. 

Acts 1:14a  
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PRAYER CHAIN 
Begins In The Church Office 

(724)843-0862 

Prayer concerns for our Church Family & Friends... 
 

Mourning Loss 
Brianna Tappe Family 
 

General Health 
Don Fazenbaker 
Thelma Koch 
Thelma Miller 
Alona Sanchez 
 

Medical Treatments 
Bernadette 
Leigh Ann H 
George Peffer 
Karen Valko 
 

Surgery & Procedures 
Deborah Brennen-Davis 
Dan Fisher 
Sharlaine Gallegos 
Zach Gerwig 
Tom Miller 
Darlene Rimer 
Eric Sanford 
Brandie Taylor 
Tracy Vucinic 
 

Missionaries 

Karl & Deb Crossman 
Franz Payoute 
Darlene Rimer 
Skybacher Ministries 
 

 
 
 
 

Praise 
Sue Ann Evans 
Answered Prayer 
Church Family 
Praise in Waiting 
 

Other Prayer Needs 
Armed Forces 
Caregivers 
Elected Officials 
First Responders 
Our Children & Youth 
Our Church 
Our Community 
Our Ministries 
Our Schools 
Our Workplaces 
Pastor Alan & Lois 
Someone you haven’t 
seen in awhile 
Struggling Families 
Traveling Mercies 
The Lost 
Unspoken needs 
VBS Participant Families 
 

 

Home Touch 
Joe Biddle 
Fran Boyde 
Bim Brightwell 
Don & Nancy Deutsch 
Linda Eiler 
Pat Elick 
Paul Grimes 
Sylvia Hendrickson 
Elmira Hollingshead 
Lee Jenkins 
Thelma Koch 
Josephine Lapic 
Thelma Miller 
Dawn Mohrbacher 
Jackie Neal 
Janet Pfaff 
Tim Ramsey 
Duane & Diana Rape 
Amie Ritter 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Names will appear on the prayer list for four consecutive 

weeks with the exception of the Home Touch and  

Extended Care lists. The Extended Care list is for those 

with Chronic Illnesses who will likely need prayer long 

term. From time to time, if we have not received an  

update on a person or if a person has been doing well, they 

may be removed from the Extended Care list until we are 

asked to put them back on with an update to their  

condition.  

Prayer Chain 
 

If you or anyone you know would like to 

 be added to the prayer list or to either  

the telephone or email prayer chain,  

please contact the church office. 

(724)843-0862 

Extended Care 
Russ Bernardo 
Troy & Nora Baker 
Cody Boors 
Deb Britton 
Jean Brown 
Judy Cantner 
Caitlin Edge 
Lindsey Novak Errett  
Carolyn Ewing 
Margaret Ewing 
Mike Gray 
Bruce Guay 
Freida Kughn 
Gary Lucente 
Mary Ann Mencher 
Finley Metzler 
Richard Moody 
Janet Pfaff 
Tim Shane 
Wendy Shellhammer 
Alice & Sam Short 
Amy & Dave Smail 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his presence continually!  

1 Chronicles 16:11 
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07/01   Leah Currey 

07/02   Mary Johnston 

07/02   Chris Chaousy 

07/03   Abby Solinger 

07/04   INDEPENDENCE DAY 

07/04   Pam Souders 

07/04   Erik Solinger 

07/05   Hallie Spielman 

07/05   Robin Beige 

07/08   Kate Canonge 

07/08   Shannon Sharp 

07/09   Bev Hlozek 

07/10   Chris Loschinskey 

07/10   Chris Fleissner 

07/11   Mikayla Evans 

07/11   Elaine Hefner 

07/12   Tom Miller 

07/12   Lew Lawrence 

07/13   Brennen Vucinic 

07/14   Katelyn Ziter 

07/14   Gregory Kline 

07/15   Connor Moehrle 

07/15   Mike Catalano 

07/19   Kelley Deane 

07/20   Ava Lynne Tressler 

07/20   Casey Vucinic 

07/20   Terry Keil 

07/21   Evey Solinger 

07/23   Nicole Liston 

07/25   Brooke Stewart 

07/25   Alan Morrison 

07/28   Ian Vucinic 

07/30   Olivia Jones 

07/30   Andy Ebel 

07/31   Peyton Harris 

08/01   Mike Miller 

08/02   RJ Gigliotti 

08/03   Enzo D’Arrigo 

08/03   Tom Pfaff 

08/04   Lily Poplawski 

08/05   Elijah Chaousy 

08/06   AJ Murray 

08/06   Jackson Coe 

08/07   Kim Walker 

08/07   Amy McKinney 

08/08   Eric Rodecker 

08/08   Jason Fogle 

08/11    Paula Boyd 

08/12   Noah Chaousy 

08/12   Carter Sharp 

08/13   Judy Cantner 

08/14   Andy Vargo 

08/14   Colten Ditmore 

08/15   Levi Ditmore 

08/16   Preston Deal 

08/18   Olivia Fields 

08/19   Janet Pfaff 

08/20   Maura Evans 

08/23   Walt Ketterer 

08/24   Trent Schultheis 

08/25   George “Petie” Petrik 

08/27   Fern Blue 

08/28   Kristi Ebel 

08/28   Kylan Mack 

08/29   Susan Boyd 

08/29   TJ Presto 

08/30   Doug Myers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/03   Doug & Denise Myers 

07/06   Tim & Jo Shane 

07/08   Larry & Terry Ewing 

07/12    Dave & Melissa Greggs 

07/14   Terry & Jackie Simpson 

07/15   Bill & Thelma Castor 

07/28   Tim & Kaley Zundel 

07/31   Aaron & Karen Dawson 

07/31   Walt & Alice Ketterer 

08/03   Rick & Michele Furgiuele 

08/05   Gary & Paula Boyd 

08/05   Dave & Amy Smail 

08/06   Jake & Kim Turner 

08/06   Paul & Shannon Moehrle 

08/08   Merle & Phyllis Schultheis 

08/15   Marlin & Fern Blue 

08/16   George & Karen Peffer 

08/16   Mike & Terri Lewis 

08/16   Doug & Elaine Hefner 

08/21   Jesse & Sara Miller 
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JULY/AUGUST CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

July 2  Sewing Ladies 

July 4  INDEPENDENCE DAY 

July 7  Sunday Worship 

July 8  Unionville Softball @ Green Valley Park 

July 9  Sewing Ladies, Finance Meeting 

July 14  Sunday Worship, Christian Education Meeting 

July 16  Sewing Ladies, Compassionate Food Pantry 

July 17  Red Cross Blood Drive 

July 21  Sunday Worship 

July 22  Unionville Softball @ Green Valley Park 

July 23  Sewing Ladies 

July 28  Sunday Worship 

July 29   Unionville Softball @ Green Valley Park 

July 30  Sewing Ladies 

August 4  Sunday Worship 

August 5  Unionville Softball @ Green Valley Park 

August 6  Sewing Ladies, Trustee Meeting 

August 11  Sunday Worship 

August 13  Sewing Ladies 

August 16  September Newsletter Deadline 

August 18  Sunday Worship 

August 19  Unionville Softball @ Green Valley Park 

August 20  Sewing Ladies, Compassionate Food Pantry, Ad Council Meeting 

August 25  Sunday Worship 

August 27  Sewing Ladies 
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ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL                      Jon Beige 

On June 23rd we had a congregational meeting to discuss the changes that the United Methodist Church has 
made at the General Conference a few months ago. I’m sure that most people have heard of the changes at 
this point, but the changes that stand out the most are a shift in the denomination’s stance on LGBTQ  
marriages, LGBTQ ordinations, and removing any official pathway for disaffiliation from the denomination.  
 

The congregational meeting was very well attended, and we had some spirited discussions on these topics. 
The overwhelming feeling at the meeting is that Unionville considers ourselves to be a traditional  
congregation and we feel that the denomination is moving in a “worldly” direction instead of adhering to the 
scriptures.  
 

Nothing that was discussed at this meeting involved any binding decisions at this point. The purpose was to 
share a brief message from our Bishop and the North Eastern Council of Bishops with the congregation, and 
to give everyone a chance to share their opinions on the topic. I think everyone agreed that this is something 
that needs a lot of prayer. Please pray for Unionville, and for the United Methodist Church as a whole. We 
plan to hold further congregational meetings in the coming months, and would love to hear feedback from 
anyone who was not able to attend the last meeting (please see Jon for a survey questionnaire), as well as 
hearing again from the people who were there.  
 

As we prayerfully move forward with the work of our congregation, we ask each of you and we ask God to 
help Unionville remain the same loving and welcoming place that we have always been. We seek to continue 
to serve our community, spread the gospel, study the Bible, and grow stronger faith in people of all ages.  
Unionville will continue to work towards these goals regardless of what the United Methodist Church decides 
now or in the future. I ask everyone to remain patient as we try to figure out our long term options, and 
please keep praying.  

PRAYER MEETING 
Coming to a home near you! 

We are in the process of  

organizing small group prayer 

meetings in the homes of  

individuals who have graciously 

offered to host.  

Watch in the announcements  

for dates and times.  

 
If you would be willing to host a  

gathering in your home, around a 
campfire, wherever...please see Linda 

Miller for more info and a date and time 
that works for you.  
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PRAYER MINISTRY                                                                              Linda Miller 

The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.  ~James 5:16 
 

I saved this article until last, literally just before we go to print. Admittedly my thoughts are scrambled and so 

I’m just going off the cuff as the Lord leads. I’ve been doing a lot of thinking about, studying about and  

praying about the power of prayer.  As I have sat in the church office and taken the calls for many prayer  

requests through the years I have come to a couple of conclusions. We are rich in the belief that there is 

power in prayer and rightly so, we have seen many prayers answered, some even miraculously over the 

years; however I suspect that many of us are fully dependent upon the prayers of others to make our  

requests known to God.  
 

Now I don’t pretend to know what any of your prayer lives are like, but I am using this article as a call to  

action for each one of us to examine our prayer habits. I know for myself, there are days that get busy and I 

am lucky to squeak out a few words in passive conversation with God throughout my day. I know I can do a 

better job and I’m guessing you can too.  
 

One of the books I have read is called “The Potential and Power of Prayer”, I would like to use this book as a 

small group study if any are interested. In this book the author states, “Many believers have never learned to 

pray because no one intentionally taught them to pray.”  He goes on to say, “Many churches are guilty of  

telling believers to pray without teaching them how to do it. The result is frustration—Christians who want to 

be obedient to God in prayer but are not certain how to do it. Even many courses on prayer are more focused 

on the transfer of information than the practice of prayer.”  So how do we teach people to pray? Well if you 

want to learn something and learn to do it well, you do it, and then you do it again and again. There is no 

right or wrong way to pray, but you must do it.  
 

For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.  

Matthew 18:20 
 

I am currently working on putting together a series of Prayer Meetings. These will be small group meetings at 

the homes of those willing to host. A small group allows for more vulnerability and less pressure among  

participants. I will soon have available a Meeting Outline for those who want or feel they need it but there is 

no set right or wrong way to do this, so long as we gather to pray.  If you are willing to host at your home, or 

your campsite, around a campfire, etc., please let me know a date and time that works for you and we can 

talk about more details. “Praying together is one way we fight spiritual battles arm in arm.” There is power in 

God’s people praying together.  
 

“The God of the Bible is a communicating God who invites us to come to him in prayer. He hears the cries of 

his people, even though sometime we do not recognize that truth. When we study the stories about prayer in 

the Bible, we learn a valuable lesson about God’s power and faithfulness.”  
 

Not only did Jesus teach us to pray but he relied on prayer, regular conversation with the Father while he 

walked on earth. If Jesus needed this constant interaction with the Father, how much more do we? We see 

examples of praying people and God answering prayer throughout the Old and New Testaments. I am  

believing for God to do powerful things in and through Unionville Church. Come and be a part. Let’s see  

together what God can and will do for a people with their eyes solely upon Him.  
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UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH                                                           Elizabeth Deal 
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It was a week long, amazing, undersea adventure filled with the ever-flowing, 
never ending love of God at SCUBA VBS 2024! 
 

Our Bible Buddies - Tad, Finnley, Fisher, Waylon and Octavia helped to teach 
our daily Bible Points and Bible Verses. They reminded us throughout the week 
that: 
 

 God is a friend who is real. 

 God is a friend who loves. 

 God is a friend we can trust. 

 God is a friend forever. 

 God is a friend for everyone. 
 

There were 84 kids and 47 volunteers (14 youth volunteers included) in  
attendance this year! Each night we started out in the sanctuary for Sing and 
Play Splash. After a skit with our very own silly scuba diver, Sydney Shores, we 
sang songs of praise and met our Bible Buddies. The next part of the evening, 
the crews rotated between 4 stations - Reef Rec games, Tidal Treats (snack), 
Imagination Station and Bible Adventures. Each station incorporated our  
underwater theme and/or the Bible Lesson for that particular night. We came 
back together for Fin-tastic Finale in the sanctuary where we wrapped up the 
night with cool experiments and more singing!  
 

Our final night was a little different this year - we invited all participants, 
volunteers and families to celebrate in the church yard with a homemade 
foam machine (thanks Nick Wolfe!), hotdogs and cupcakes! It was an absolute 
blast!  
 

Everyone enjoyed the week - it was apparent by the smiles, the joyful singing, 
the dancing, and the upbeat energy throughout the church building!  
 

Each year we raise money for a worldwide mission - this year we raised $350 
to donate through Operation Kid to Kid. This donation will help bless countless 
families in Honduras, helping them have access to one of life’s most basic  
resources- clean water! 
 

I want to thank everyone who made donations - whether monetary, with your 
time or supplies/snacks. Also thank you to each and every volunteer as well as 
all of the parents for bringing your kids to participate throughout the week!  
 

I can’t wait for next year and hope you all join us for  
TRUE NORTH VBS 2025- An Alaskan Adventure!  

SCUBA VBS Wrap-up        Heather Salter 



 

 

JULY/AUGUST 2024 THE DISCIPLE  Page 13 

For years, I have described myself as being slightly right of center.  To some I have described myself as 
being 3 or 4 “clicks” right of center with the recognition that I don’t know how big a “click” is or how 
many “clicks” there are.  But it has served as a helpful tool in dialogue with others who have then  
self-reflected on where they would see themselves on the spectrum from far left to far right. 
 

I am a General Conference junkie or as some would say, a “methogeek”.  That is to say, I have loved the 
environment of the General Conference and watching the whole process (not for the faint of heart and if 
you’ve ever watched sausage made, there are apt comparisons).  I was first introduced to the General 
Conference in 1988 while I was in seminary and had the privilege of serving as the lead meeting/event 
planner for the 2008 and 2012 General Conferences.  I’ve had the privilege of leading classes within 
my congregations and within the district for several general conferences. 
 

When I attended this General Conference, it was not without experience or understanding, yet, I will 
readily admit I was surprised at how quickly the theological pendulum swung from one direction to  
another.  I knew and expected there would be a move theologically to a more “progressive” view or 
that is to say, more to the left.  I never expected it to move as quickly and thoroughly as it did.   
 

As the 2nd week of General Conference unfolded with decisions made, I found myself to become  
completely disoriented.  My opening descriptive above of my theological position was no longer  
relevant.  Center has moved.  Now I don’t know how many clicks to the right of center I am, but it is 
definitely more than 3 or 4. 
 

Regardless of where I personally am on that theological spectrum, I have always had a concern for  
justice and a desire for administrative processes that are just.  It greatly saddened me that no version of 
2553, the short-lived paragraph that permitted disaffiliations, was adopted.  Given the seismic shift 
within the denomination, I believe it would have been the right and just thing to adopt some version of 
2553 as a continuing process even if time limited. 
 

Throughout my ministry I have preached from the Bible.  I preach Jesus crucified and resurrected for our 
salvation.  My ministry has been extended to all people to the extent that I was able to provide the 
needed ministry regardless of any demographic category by which a person might be identified. 
 

Knowing the largest immediate elephant in the room is what about weddings especially for persons 
who identify as LGBTQ+, let me share the following.  As a pastor, I have always had the ability to 
choose or not choose to do a wedding, that has been reaffirmed by the General Conference.  There 
have been a couple of times in which I have specifically turned down doing a wedding.  There have 
been couples who have chosen to go elsewhere because they did not desire to engage in pre-marriage 
counseling.  I require four to five 2-hour classes of pre-marriage counseling done by me or another  
pastor with which I have a trusted relationship.  That takes time over several weeks, if not months, to 
make happen.  I’m not sure when the last wedding was held at Unionville and the next one isn’t until 
fall 2026.  The likelihood of a wedding being scheduled in my remaining time as your pastor is unlikely.  
However, should a request come up, I will follow the lead of the congregation which has at this point 
been expressed to not perform LGBTQ+ weddings. 
 

Here's what I am clear about.  Regardless of what name is on our signboard and what our  
denominational affiliation is, the ministry that happens within our congregation is our responsibility  
together.  The future of Unionville Church is and always will be tied to the willingness of members to 
not only offer hospitality to those who enter our doors but to be intentionally invitational of others to 
come be a part of our ministries, our worship life, and our community of faith.  As I look around the 
sanctuary on any average Sunday, I am concerned for what the congregation will look like in 5 years or 
10 years from now.  But this is not just about survival of the congregation.  Jesus commanded us to 
“make disciples”.  The future of each congregation and of Christianity in general as well as the saving 
grace of God open to each person is based on God’s plan that          (continued on next page)         

GENERAL CONFERENCE REFLECTION               Pastor Alan 
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COMPASSIONATE MINISTRIES  

Just a reminder: 

Do you have a neighbor, friend, or family member who is having financial difficulties? 

Pantry Distribution 

July 16th & August 20th 
5:00—7:oo PM 

Questions? Call Jo Shane @ 724-846-5146 

 

Current Food Pantry needs can be found on  
Unionville’s Website @ unionvilleumc.org 

(continued from previous page) 
each generation will tell the saving story of Jesus Christ that others may come to know the saving  
power of the cross.   
 

Every person needs to be engaged in continuous life-long growing in discipleship that in our daily  
living, we will look a little more like Jesus than we did the day before and that we will be part of  
nurturing others to do likewise. 
 

That is the ministry to which I was called, to which I am ordained, and to which I intend to continue 
leading the congregation to pursue.  My hope and my prayer is that you will be willing to engage in 
that process with me, that each of us may faithfully grow in what it means to be a follower of Christ. 
 

Blessings! 

Alan 

GENERAL CONFERENCE REFLECTION               Pastor Alan 

We will not hide these truths from our children; 

    we will tell the next generation 

about the glorious deeds of the Lord, 

    about his power and his mighty wonders. 

For he issued his laws to Jacob; 

    he gave his instructions to Israel. 

He commanded our ancestors 

    to teach them to their children, 

so the next generation might know them— 

    even the children not yet born— 

    and they in turn will teach their own children. 

So each generation should set its hope anew on God, 

    not forgetting his glorious miracles 

    and obeying his commands.  

~Psalm 78:4-7 
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Joe Biddle 
902 Eighth Avenue 
Freedom, PA 15042 
 

Bim  & Deb Brightwell 
1290 Route 68 
Rochester, PA 15074 
 

Fran Boyde 
c/o Jack Boyde 
904 Pine Run Road 
Freedom, PA 15042 
 

Don & Nancy Deutsch 
535 Lincoln Blvd 
Freedom, PA 15042 
 

Linda Eiler 
125 Pflug Road 
New Brighton, PA 15066 
 

Pat Elick 
1310 Route 68 
Rochester, PA 15074 
 

Paul Grimes 
The Grove at Harmony 
191 Evergreen Mill Rd 
Harmony, PA 16037 
 

Sylvia Hendrickson 
10 Adams Ridge Blvd. Rm A-8 
Mars, PA 16046 
 

Elmira Hollingshead 
1013 Stockton Ridge 
Cranberry Twp., PA 16066 
 

Lee Jenkins 
1080 Robinson Street 
Freedom, PA 15042 
 

Thelma Koch 
427 Lakeview Drive 
New Brighton, PA 15066 
 

Josephine Lapic 
902 Tulip Drive 
New Brighton, PA 15066 
 
 

Thelma Miller 
1281 Route 68 
Rochester, PA 15074 

HOME TOUCH 

 

Dawn Mohrbacher 
3308 N 31st Street 
New Brighton, PA 15066 
 

Jackie Neal 
113 Sunset Drive 
Cowpens, SC 29330 
 

Janet Pfaff 
103 Burgess Drive 
Blue Ridge Apt 2014 
Zelienople, PA 16063 
 
 

Tim Ramsey 
724 Druschel Road 
New Brighton, PA 15066 
 

Duane & Diana Rape 
130 Harkins Mill Road 
Rochester, PA 15074 
 

Amie Ritter 
141 R Harold Street 
New Brighton, PA 15066 
 

 

 

Please take a moment to remember our  
Home Touch Friends 

With a note, card, phone call and especially a prayer. 

If you know of someone who should be  
added to our Home Touch Friend List, 

Please contact the church office.  

If you would like a visit from our Home Touch Team or 

Pastor Alan, please notify the church office. 
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Let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive his 

mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it most. ~Hebrews 4:16 

 

“The God of the Bible is a communicating God who invites us to come to him in prayer. He 

hears the cries of his people, even though sometimes we do not recognize that truth. 

When we study the stories about prayer in the Bible, we learn a valuable lesson about 

God’s power and faithfulness.”  ~Chuck Lawless 

FAMILY LIFE CENTER 

RENTALS 

We are currently taking 

Rental reservations. 

Call the Church Office 

At (724)843-0862 

Join us for Sunday Worship 

In our Sanctuary @9:30 am 

or virtually. via 

Our YouTube channel. 

Unionville United Methodist Church 

1297 Route 68 
(New Sewickley Township) 

Rochester, PA 15074 
724-843-0862 

Email: unionville1@comcast.net 
www.unionvilleumc.org 

Rev. Alan J Morrison, Pastor 
morrisonalanj@gmail.com 

(814)796-2072 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday noon –2:00 pm 

Thursday noon—4:00 pm 

Messages and emails are being checked 

throughout the week. 


