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Dreams & Beginnings

| admit, when | grew up, | was a geek before we knew the
word. | was into things like musicals. Perhaps it was the

Corner influence of having dLawrence Welké on our

living room TV every Saturday night and having Geasy
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listeningé€ radio playing in the kitchen. Although, | also had

the influence of dHee Haw€ and ALaugh-in€ and my brotherQ cassette tapes of

Iron Butterfly and Woodstock. So, although | never saw the musical until a few
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It is an especially fitting song as we begin a new year. It reminds us of the need
for Dreams in our lives. It reminds us that regardless of the odds, we should be
willing to do all that we can to achieve our dreams. Qe always thought of New
Years, like a birthday, to be a new beginning. What is done, is doneX but now is
the time to start fresh, to start anew. It is a common practice for many people to
have new yearQresolutions. Often the
resolutions are big, audacious ideas like stop smoking, losing weight, and
exercising moreX you know, all those things your doctor tells you at every
physicalX well, at least two of those | get to hear about.
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We should have goals and dreams that are bigger than we are. Such goals are
good for us in our spiritual lives as well as our physical health goals. How can we
spend more time with God?... through scriptureX through prayerX through
worshipX through fellowshipX through serviceX These are the marks of
discipleship. This is the life of anyone who claims to be a disciple of Jesus.

Not too many days ago, we gathered for Christmas Eve. We celebrated that God
loves us so much that God became flesh to dwell among us. Jesus came to save
us! Jesus came to show us God and to show us the way to God!

Come and journey with us as we embrace the Love of God and learn to share
it with the world.

Blessings! AI an
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PRAYER CHAIN
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o1/01 New Year’s Day o1/12 Samantha Shrum 01/23 Amy Smail
o1/o1 Chris Ziter 01/12 Don Zajac o1/24 Joss Lynn Castor
o1/0o1 Sarah Walker 01/13 Melissa Greggs 01/26 Aaron Dawson
o1/02 Emily White 01/13 Diane Fash 01/26 Wayne Boyd
01/02 Andrew Fleissner o1/15 Christina Guay 01/26 Audrey Lawrence
o1/03 Laura Frankovich 01/15 Denise Myers 01/27 Charles Brightwell
o1/04 Amanda Chaousy 01/16 Lila Houy 01/29 April Beige
o1/04 Makenzie Skiles o1/17 Terri Lewis 01/30 Sloane Salter
o1/o5 Les McMillen o1/17 Matt Currey 01/30 John Calve
o1/o5 Jordyn Moehrle o1/20 Martin Luther King Day
o1/06 Pat Katekovich o1/20 Inauguration Day
o1/o7 Paulene Roncevich o1/20 Kathy Moran
o1/o07 Jackie Simpson 01/21 Lucas Turner
o1/0o9 Mike Loschinskey o1/22 Phyllis Schultheis
o1/10 Madison Knopp
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Jan Declan Salter Christy Lawrence Matt Curr
> Taylor Moehrle Jayce Lawrence arturrey
Jan 12 Connor Moe.hrle Hether S‘filter Moehrle Kids
Gregory Kline Brian Beige
RJ Gigliotti Lori Calve
Jan19 Ruby Gigliotti Terry Ewing Dave Madura
Declan Salter Paula Boyd . .
Jan 26 Taylor Moehrle Janna Kline Mitchell Goehring
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Jan 1
Jan 4
Janb

Jan7
Jan 8
Jan 9
Jan 12
Jan 14
Jan 15
Jan 16
Jan 17
Jan 19

Jan 21
Jan 22
Jan 23
Jan 24
Jan 25
Jan 26
Jan 28
Jan 29
Jan 30

JANUARY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

New Year 6s
Community Breakfast

Sunday Wor shi p,
Time, Talent & Treasure

Sewing Ladies

AM Adult Bible Study

Adult Bible Study

Sunday Worship, Sunday School, Family Service Night
Sewing Ladies

AM Adult Bible Study

Adult Bible Study

Prayer Service

Sunday Worshi p,
Time, Talent & Treasure

Sewing Ladies, Compassionate Food Pantry
AM Adult Bible Study

Adult Bible Study

Youth Groupi Current

Youth Groupi Current
Sunday Worship,
Sewing Ladies

AM Adult Bible Study, Blood Drive
Adult Bible Study

Day

Sunday School |

Sunday School

Sunday School

Please hold all our events in your
prayers. Scheduled activities might
be stronger and more fruitful if our
congregation intentionally prays
about them.

Calendars
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Peace and Grace in the Name of Jesus Christ!

On Tuesday, November 26, 2024, at our annual Church Conference for Unionville and at Sunday
worship on December 1, I announced that effective the end of the conference year (June 30, 2025) I
will be retiring after 35 years of active service as a pastor.

My life in ministry began as a layperson at Asbury United Methodist Church in Waterford. [ am
thankful for all of those who taught Sunday School, led the youth group when I was a teen, countless
choir directors, and parents who entrusted their youth to my care in my 20’s... all a part of nurturing
me and preparing me for ordained ministry.

I was nurtured in the faith by the pastors of the congregation including Rev. Lyston Knappenberger
(baptism), Rev. Ralph Rudy, Rev. Jim Patterson (confirmation), Rev. Fred Leasure, and Rev. Ralph
Solida (call to ministry).

I was guided in my call to ministry by District Superintendent Rev. George Crooks, District
Superintendent Rev. ]. Howard Wright, Candidacy Mentor Rev. Jim Wentz, and Clergy Mentor Rev.
Bill Saxman. Although he died before I was born, I followed the footsteps of my grandfather, Rev.
Leon Albert Morrison.

I've been shepherded in ministry by District Superintendents: Rev. Clair Lundberg, Rev. ]J. LaVon
Kincaid Sr., Rev. Jeff Greenway, Rev. Dick Markle, Rev. William Meekins, Rev. Brad Lauster, Rev.
Dennis Swineford, Rev. Eric Park, and Rev. Deborah Ackley-Killian and by Resident Bishops James M.
Ault (Deacon’s Orders), George W. Bashore (Elder’s Orders), Hae-Jong Kim, Thomas J. Bickerton,
Cynthia Moore-Koikoi, and Sandra Steiner Ball.

It was a blessing to serve as a Student Associate Pastor at McKendree UMC (1987-1990) in Columbus,
Ohio under the guidance of Senior Pastor Rev. Wayne M. Fowler. As a fulltime pastor I have served as
the pastor of First UMC of Homestead (1990-1993); Cornerstone Larger Parish consisting of Hays
UMC, West Homestead UMC, and First UMC of Homestead (1993-Feb 1996); Janes UMC in Creighton
(Feb 1996-1999); Center Avenue UMC in Pitcairn (1999-2005); Wilmerding UMC (2002); General
Council on Finance and Administration staff (2005-Nov 2013); First UMC of Monongahela (Dec 2013-
2018); Wattsburg & Phillipsville UMCs (2018-2022); and Unionville UMC (2022-Present).

Each appointment had its own joys and its own challenges. I give thanks for the opportunities of
ministry, the patience of the congregations with me, and the faithfulness of the people of God in each
of these places. It is and has been a blessing and a joy to share in ministry with countless Christians in
each of these churches and within each of the communities in which God has planted these
congregations!

Being a pastor is never a solo venture. [ have been blessed by tremendous laity and clergy partners
across my years of ministry. God promises to never leave us alone. God’s Spirit and the People of God
have been there each step of the way for which I will ever be thankful.

v\{ N\ adl
I look forward to the next leg of the journey to see what God unfolds. ?ﬁ)\j\ 8 seusacon

Congratulations on
~~ your retirement!
AI " HERE'S TO A NEW CHAPTER
an WHERE EVERY DAY IS A BLANK
CANVAS, READY FOR YOU TO N\

. PAINT WITH JOY, ADVENTURE,
Rev. Alan ] Morrison AND FULFILLMENT.

S

-

Blessings! lk\.
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7 Bi-bbdsed Resolutions for E Vv ¢

By Pamel a Pal
Having a set of faith-based resolutions can help Christians be mindful to put God first.

OWhether then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God€
(1 Corinthians 10:31).

Every year, believers should consider ways they can deepen their faith and live faithful lives.
These are the kind of resolutions every Christian can make as they look ahead to a new year.
Christians can prayerfully discern resolutions that are in line with Scripture to enhance their
faith. Ultimately, whatever followers of Jesus do, we want to do to the glory of God. Making
resolutions can help Christians stay accountable to prioritizing God first and foremost.

MPLISYR Y2NBE odkE dishidsing fke crvids Redwent up to the mountain
by himself to pray. When it was evening, he was there alone€ Mdithew 14:23).

HPJSYR OK dzNInKd letNFsadsidzt hbwNE néay®our one another on toward

love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing,

but encouraging one another — and all the more as you see the Day
approaching€ Hebrews 10:24-25).

0 SNIIS Ndsachdfol siddid@s@whatever gift you have received to serve

others, as faithful stewards of GodQ grace in its various formse 1 Réter 4:10).

n&SlI R (O Kdéor e@rithing thSt @as written in the past was written to teach us, so
that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide
we might have hope€ Rothans 15:4).

P PKI NBE 0 KdSothadebora dndnbkelisciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit€ Maithew 28:19).

c @2 0dza 2y & LIxihePefdreidt s mod BdyBnd the Klcentary teachings
about Christ and be taken forward to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repent-
ance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in Godé Hebrews 6:1).

TOADS 3IS \GuMRbdzariEh&d th every way so that you can be generous on
every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to
Godg 1 Corinthians 9:11). 0



https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-corinthians/10-31.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/14-23.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/hebrews/passage/?q=hebrews+10:24-25
https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-peter/4-10.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/15-4.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/28-19.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/hebrews/6-1.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-corinthians/9-11.html
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JANUARY $ 11,802.74 $ 18,740.30 $ (6,937.56)
FEBRUARY $ 16,676.69 $ 18,876.76 $ (2,200.07)
MARCH $ 23,775.83 $ 15,537.48 $ 8,238.35
APRIL $ 11,114.17 $ 19,169.39 $ (8,055.22)
MAY $ 12,405.15 $ 18,985.98 $ (6,580.83)
JUNE $ 12,143.62 $ 18,671.98 $ (6,528.36)
JuLY $ 16,498.53 $ 14,625.30 $ 1,873.23
AUGUST $ 10,028.00 $ 22,754.48 $ (12,726.48)
SEPTEMBER $ 11,678.50 $ 17,724.68 $ (6,046.18)
OCTOBER $ 14,207.71 $ 11,985.58 $ 2,222.13
NOVEMBER $ 15,467.14 $ 14,396.83 $ 1,070.31
DECEMBER
YEAR TO DATE $ 155,798.08 $ 191,468.76 $ (35,670.68)

2024 End of Year Giving Statements will be mailed out prior to the end of the month.

As 2024 comes to a close and a new year stands before us, we want to thank you for your
support of Unionville and itsCministries. This has been a difficult year financially but we were
able to make up some of the deficit between our income and expenses prior to the close of
the year. As we enter into 2025, we pray that you will prayerfully consider the amount of your

2025 giving.

As members of Unionville Church we each made a commitment to support the church by our
presence, our prayers, our gifts and our service. At the start of a brand new year let us renew
that commitment as we prayerfully consider the call that God has placed on each of our lives.

Thank You!

&) #
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The Unionville United Women of Faith held their annual Christmas celebration on Monday December 2nd.

We were blessed by a wonderful pot luck dinner with loads of yummy desserts. Instead of a grab bag this
year, the women asked that anyone wishing to do so, bring items to restock the kitchen with towels, pot
holders, dish soap etc. The women responded and we are now stocked with new items.

Tiffany Keil planned a game that we had fun playing after dinner.

The next meeting is planned for Monday February 2nd @ 6 PM. The meetings are open to all women of the
church and we would love to have you.

6)8, , %/ 4 41,
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On Sunday December 15, our congregation participated in ! Y A 2 @@ Df2 {li SAG ihtdrgBngrétignal
talent showX XtHat did not disappoint! If you missed it, you missed out. However, not to worry! It can be
viewed on the Unionville Church YouTube page.

There were gifts and talents exhibited such as playing of instruments, singing, and a poetic reading.

A big thank you to all who participated and helped, as well as all who attended X d&spite the weather and
the Steeler game!

We, as a congregation are blessed to have so many people with God given gifts, and | praise Him for that!

GODHASGIVENO9 I [ | h £GIFT BROM HIS GREAT VARIETY OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS.
i {9 C¢WEB @0 SERVE ONE ANOTHER. ~1 PETER 4:10

S S opda s oy
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Tonight, we gathered for our Prayer Service with a Blue Christmas theme for the focus. Blue Christmas
Worship Service, often held on December 21* as the longest night of the year, remembers that the holidays
are not a time of celebration for everyone. Some are mourning the death of a loved one, some may be far
from home, some may suffer from illness, addiction, or estrangement. Some are lonely, struggling
financially, or in conflict with one another. Some are hurting because of the great pain, need, and violence
in our nation and world. The reasons are many. We gather in the midst of the suffering to remember God is
good. God is strong. God is near. We are not alone, and we have every reason to hold on to hope. There is
a time in the service when participants are invited to write down their burdens, sorrows, and concerns as
well as their concerns for others. The act of writing these concerns is an act of prayer. Then participants
were invited to place them in a basket in the front of the sanctuary as an act of giving them to God.

I meant for my writing to cover a variety of things in my life. But in that moment, | discovered that God was
laying a burden on my heart for the prayer | was to offer in that moment. | am giving my prayer over to God
as | share that prayer with you nowX

Dear Lord, | pray for Unionville ChurchX

X that this congregation may be sparked to a truly living faith.

X that they may discover what it truly means to be a Disciple of Christ.
X to live lives of generosity and service.

X to seek to be more like you today than they were yesterday.

X to worship you in spirit and truth.

ot

X that the doors of this church may swing open to be truly open that others will give glory to you.
X that exactly the right pastor will be appointed as the next pastor of this congregation.
Lord, in your mercy, hear my prayer.

Come, Lord Jesus, Come!

@ KS LINSaSyOS 2F D2R Ay
Blessings! RANBOGE & LINRPLERZ2Nb2YLFE (2
GKFEG GF 1S &-5L0 OS2 IYKES NS d

Alan

Mar k your calendar and plan to awen---

PRAYER SERVI
FRI DAY, JANUAF
/7: 00 PM

Prayer Services will also be held on February 21st

N>
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When Yoanes and three other Sukra men read from the Gospel of Matthew, Yoanes turned his eyes

away from the page and shook his head in amazement as he tried to comprehend what he’d just read:
“E Nut khal to ke tro” (God’s only Son).

—_—)

When asked if he understood what he read in this final draft of the Sulkat New Testament, he said the
term tro (only child) carries powerful cultural connotations. If a Sulka child is a tro, that child is very
special and protected from danger, sickness and harm of any kind. If a family were to lose their tro,
the clan would be in jeopardy of dying out. Absolutely no one would put their tro in a situation that
might bring harm.

When Yoanes read that God did not spare his tro, but instead offered him to die on our behalf, the
Sulka men were stunned at the realization of how much God loves them. Never before had they so
clearly understood the extent of God’s love until they read, in their own language, about God’s tro and
understood that God gave up his only Son to die for them.

i ! AADOAA £EOT T OOT OU Au $10Cc AT A #AOi 1 Ul 4EAODQ

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form
of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the
form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God
has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the

name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every

tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. j 0 E E1 E b BYEWAQ

In this season when we celebrate the coming of our Lord and Savior "being born in the likeness of
men", we pray you are able find time to escape the busyness and cares of the world and focus on what
is really important.
With much love,

The Crossman family

Partner shi

U IWeaée ltdo become
e send us a note
a

. l'l'y you may send
And he said include a separate

unto them, Wycliffe ministry
Go ye into all :
the world,

and preach ,

thegospel Karl & Deb CrossmanWycliffe Bible Trans
: 7317 Davis Rd PO Box 628200

0 every Waxhaw, NC 28173 Orlando, FL 32862
creature. 704.843. 4661 1-80ONYCLI FFE

Mark 16:15 KJV , : '

Kar | Crossman@wycliffe.org
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As we enter into this new year letQthink about all the ways we can renew our relationship with Christ Jesus.
What will you be doing to strengthen your relationship, your faith, your call to discipleship?

What will you be doing to stretch yourself? What has God called you to, that you either have neglected
completely or said yesX but set limits as to how much you are willing to do?

What will you do to increase your faith and trust in a living and loving God? Will you let Him out of the box
or perimeters that youQe set for Him? What will you entrust and turn over to God that youQe held
ocontrol€ of so tightly for so long?

Have you trusted God with your family, with your health, with your finances, with your destination?
What will you pray for that will stretch your understanding of who God is and what He is capable of?

How will you spend more time with God, nurturing a deeper relationship? Will you set down an hour of tv,
an hour of phone time, an hour of shopping, an hour of craftingX &hy hourX tb spend it with God, in prayer,
in His word?

Will you invite others into relationship with Jesus, by sharing your faith, by inviting to church, by praying with
them, by offering them hope and a helping hand?

Are you as the shepherds were, so excited about the baby in a manger that you want everyone to know? Do
you want that everyone you cross paths with experience the grace and salvation that is only available
through faith and relationship with Jesus?

My prayer for us all this New Year is for life in itQfullness, as only God can give, a life where each new day is
filled with expectation and blessing, miracles and awe, and an ever deepening faith in the One who authors
life, sustains and directs it.

May you have a Happy, Healthy, Faith-filled, Blessed New Year. 1

I ff /| KNAasl y 9Ifidzf)l-92)f t NEPINF YYAYyT NBA
KidsCClub, Youth Group, Time, Talent & Treasure
Sunday, January 5th—c Y pnit—y Y pnn

Adult Bible Study
Wednesday, January 8th—M 1 Yam-Anoon

Adult Bible Study
Thursday, January 9th—T Y gnit—=y Y pnm
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wish you all a blessed new year. It's hard to believe 2025 is here, time sure flies by!

December was full of activity and giving to those in our community. We gathered with the
congregation and Santa for a joyful evening of Christmas caroling at Brighton Rehab. We brought
smiles to so many residents as we visited each floor, many residents even joined us as we sang our
favorite Christmas carols.

We held our 2nd annual lock-in the second Saturday in December. Our day included playing a
variety of fun-filled Christmas games, baking 94 dozen cookies, putting together Christmas bags for
25 inmates in the Beaver County jail, eating dinner as a group, free play time, and watching a movie,
"The Best Christmas Pageant Ever". The 25 prisoner bags included a card, a dozen of our homemade
cookies, candy bars, and lifesavers.

The youth would like to thank so many church family members for their continued support from
purchasing items they sell, donating baking products for our biggest fundraiser, the Gigliottis for
providing dinner, the Lawrences for the delicious snacks, the Moehrles for providing breakfast,
Christy Lawrence and Ashley Gigliotti for helping us bake, Jon Beige for being the male adult to
spend the night and help with the entire event. Many thanks to Oak Grove who also donated baking
supplies for the event.

This month the youth also purchased all of the items for two kids from the Giving Tree. Your
support makes all of what we do possible.

We are so grateful for you all who make it possible to continue to offer a youth group so these kids
can continue to learn and grow in faith. The pictures included should paint the picture of how much
fun the youth had. Thank you, God, for the blessing of each one of these kids.
%1 OAO EEO CAOAO xEOE OEAEBOCEOAEGAMRAIT A EE
CEOA OEATEO O EEI AT A POAEOA EEO 1

&1 O ,OE®O CATIAA EEO 11 OA AT AOOAO A& OAOAC
EEO AAEOHAGHIACR® OEOI OCE Ail CAT AOAOE
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As we bring in the new year, we will continue our lessons with Made In God's Image: Who Do |
Come From where we will study Deuteronomy and Ruth.

May your year be filled with many blessings,
Wendy and Tiffani
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Unionville Church

1297 Route 68 = Rochester, PA 15074 - 724-843-0862 - www.uninnvillEumcFrg_

2024 Pastor’s Report

“But those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar
on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and
not be faint.™ =~ |saiah 40:31

It is hard to believe that we are now nearly half-way through my third year as pastor of Unionville. This
year has been a challenging year. And so, I1saiah 40:31 becomes an important verse for us to remember.
The Lord is our best place of hope. Mot in institutions, not in humans, but in the Lord.

The week before Christmas the old church that had sat on the back corner of the
property for a long time, is now gone. It was the final closing of an old chapter in
the life of Unionville as we said goodbye to a facility that had served the
congregation well, but whose time had come to an end.

Our Christmas season was adorned with an outdoor nativity and oil candles for
the ends of the pews as a gift from the Lighthouse Lutheran congregation.

ﬂ The organ which had served in the Freedom
Church found its new home at Unionville Church
fulfilling a dream that Lohra Allcorn had ever since
the merger of the two congregations. Although she never got to play it
here, it brought her great joy to see the pictures of it in its new home in
the Unionville sanctuary.

The Freedom Church has taken on a new life as "The Freedom Place”, a ministry
of Skybacher Ministries. They have already hosted some small events as they
continue to get the building ready for its new future. The Sanctuary is
becoming a half court basketball court with protective metal frames already
placed over the beautiful stained glass. Fresh paint has been placed on most of
the walls throughout the building. The fellowship hall will rermain a flexible
space that can be rented as well as used for ongoing ministries. The goal is for
an open house in February 2025. Unionville continues to have a significant
place in the history of Skybacher Ministries from its inception 20 years ago as
Freedom Church has been resurrected into The Freedom Place.

Rev. Alan ). Morrison, Postor

(C) 814 — 796 — 2072

morrisonalanj@gmail. com Continued on next page
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Unionville Church

The changes of “General Conference” in April have severely disrupted the life of Unionville. For many, it
was too much change in ways that are not agreed with and no exit door remaining for the congregation
as a congregation. We seek our way through the mess to see how Unionville Church continues to be
Unionwille Church as seek to faithfully be the hands and feet of Christ in this time and this place.

We've sought to hold prayer at the center as we've held proyer meetings in the homes, an evening study
to deepen our prayer life, and now are launching monthly prayer services. We've had small groups
participate in Pray & Go, an outward focus on prayer and the Great Commission, last Novermnber, during
Lent, and just recently in October.

The normal rhythms of ministry continue with sitting at the hospital bedside, communion visits with
those who can no longer get out, presence with those who have lost a loved one, and the sharing of
prayer amid whatever crisis of the moment we each may be facing in our lives.

Unionville Church continues to bless our community through our Compassionate Ministry Food Pantry,
Vacation Bible School, Kid"s Club, Youth Group, and a variety of other activities as well as the use of our
building for a myriad of family events. The impact of these ministries can be seen in the faces of the
participants as recorded in the newsletter, website, and Facebook.

My work is to continue shaping the ministries we do for the sake of the kingdom, the people of
Unionville, and our surrounding community. To that end, here are some of my specific goals for 2025:

1. Continue to engage people in your faith journey.

2. Have regular conversations with the Administrative Council and team leaders to assist with
visioning and equipping.

3. Continue to work with the Finance team to give transparency and to help contributors know
how your gifts make a difference.

4. Continue in a role of preaching, teaching, and coaching to help the congregation live out an
intentional plan of discipleship.

The good news is that God is not done with us yet! leremiah 29:11 reminds us: “For | know the plans |
have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future.”

| can’t wait to see what God does next!

Yours in Christ!

Alan

Continued on next page
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Unionville Church

1297 Route 68 - Rochester, PA 15074 - 724-B43-0862 - www.ounionvilleumc.org

Pastor’s Report on Membership
October 10, 2023 — November 26, 2024

1. Baptisms
s Lilly Poplawski 01/07/2024 Infant Baptism

2. Those Received into Professing Membership

a. Profession of Faith or Restored
s«  None

b. Transfer from other United Methadist Churches
s MNone

c. Transfer from non-United Methodist churches
= Mone

3. Those removed from Professing Membership

a. By action of Charge Conference, or trial court, or by withdrawal

s Elmira Hollingshead 02/02/2024 ‘Withdrawal
s  William Deal 10/22/2024 Withdrawal
e Elizabeth Deal 10/22/2024 Withdrawal
e Bryson Deal 10/22/2024 Withdrawal

b. By transfer to other United Methodist Churches

s Joseph Landis 07/16/2024  Trinity UMC, New Bern, NC

s Kathy Landis 07/16/2024  Trinity UMC, New Bern, NC
c. By transfer to other non-United Methodist churches

s None
d. By death

= Brendon Michael Gifford 10/06/2023

» Robert H. Pflugh 10/10/2023

s David L. Eiler 11/02/2023

» James Arthur Miller 11/21/2023

s Esther Mae Miller 12/29/2023

= E. Lohra Allcorn 04/29/2024

s Diana Lee Rape 08/28/2024

e Hilliary Z. (Lawson) Coe 10/30/2024

Rewv. Alan ). Morrison, Postor
(C) 814 — 796 — 2072

morrisonalanj ail.com
j@gm Continued on next page
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2025 Leadership Nominations

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL
The Administrative Council provides for planning & implementing the ministries of the local church. it shall envision, plon,
implement, & omnually evoluate the mission & ministry of the church.

Chair
Pastar
Secratary
Chrristian Education

Adult

Children

Youth
Compassionate Ministries
Finance Chair

Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer

Lay Leader / Lay Member of Annual Conference
Alternate Lay Member of Annual Conference
Membership ecratary
Missions
Prayer Ministry
Staff-Parish Relations
Trustees
Uk Women
Youth Reprezentative
Worship & Hospitality

At Large Dawn Alexander
Roy Alexander

lon Beige
Alan J Morrison
Linda Miller

Jon Beige/lack Boyde

Linda Miller

Wendy Kline/Tiffany Keil

Paula Boyd, Debby Catalano, Sue Ann Evans
Judy Cantner

Pat Boyde
Judy Cantner
lack Boyde
Judy Cantner
Linda Miller
Karen Walko
Linda Miller

Paula Boyd

(Elected @ 1% meeting)
To be determined

Janna Kline

Alan J Morrison

Kelli Currey
Elaine Hefner

Tim Shane
Jlo Shane

Nominations & Leadership Development - Pastor Alan ) Morrison, Chair
The heart of the local church ministry (s its loy leodership. This committee is responsible for identifying & developing

Christlon spirifual leaders who serve from their strengths & glfts.

Ex-Officio Class of 2023-2025
Pastor - Alan ) Moarrison Heather Salter
Lay Leader - lack Boyde Robin Beige

Class of 2024-2026 Class of 2025-2027
Sue Ann Evans Kelli Currey
Terry Ewing Tammy Goehring

Continued on next page
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2025 Leadership Nominations

Staff Parish Relations Committee - Paula Boyd, Chair
The SPRC Committes works as o team within the congregotion to monage relotionships between the congregation & stajff
to help ochieve the mission of the church. SPAC mokes recommendations obout staffing needs, develops
policies procedures for non-oppointed staff, ossesses job performonce of ol staff, supports leaming & sprititual renewal for
oil staff, and consults with the District Superintendent concerning the needs of the local church.

Ex-Officio Class of 2023-2025
Lay Leader - Jack Boyde Judy Cantner
Lay Member - Jack Boyde Chad Kline

Tonya Mohrbacher

Class of 2024-2026 Class of 2025-2027
Marlin Blue Lori Calve
Paula Boyd Mitchell Goehring

Chris Loschinskey Jim Miller

Board of Trustees - Chairperson Elected @ January Meeting

The Boord of Trustees maintoins & oversees all locol church property (Inclwding porsonage) & is responsible for all use of
buildings & grounds. The board annually assesses the insurance needs as well os occessibility of oll facilitles.

Ex-Officio Class of 2023-2025
Pastar - Alan ) Mornson Orrin LeFebwre
Lisa Lewis
Wayne Loschinskey

Class of 2024-2026 Class of 2025-2027

Tammy Goehring Bob Cantner
Doug Hefner Mark Mohrbacher
Bob Wright Nick Wolfe

Finance - Judy Cantner, Chair
The Finonce Committes is responsible for developing & implementing plans that will roise sufficlent income to meet the
buaget of the church. The committee sholl estobiish finonclal policies to document the internal controls of the local church.
The committes mokes provision for an onnual oudit of ol financiol stotement & occounts of the local church.

Finance Chair

Ad Council Chair

Auditor

Counters Coordinator
Financial 5ecretary

Lay Leader [ Lay Member of Annual Conference
SPRLC Chair

Treasurer

Assistant Treasurer
Youth Account Treasurer
Trustees Rep

Member At Large

Judy Cantner

Jon Beige

Sue Presto

Pat Boyde

Linda Miller

lack Boyde

Paula Boyd

Pat Boyde

Judy Cantner
Tonya Mohrbacher

(elected @ Jan mtg)

Debbie Catalano

Continued on next page
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The 2023-2024 Christian Ed Programming wrapped up a little slower than what we would have liked.
Attendance wavered in all areas as spring sports ramped up. We wrapped up Kids(Club and Youth with a
pizza party and Sunday School with our Ice Cream Social Picnic and games. Both were well attended.

Preparations for VBS were well under way as we wrapped up other programs. The participation and
enthusiasm from the congregation was palpable as we gathered to build a coral reef made from recyclable
materials donated by the congregation. We had many fun nights filled with imagination, creativity and
much laughter! It was definitely an intergenerational production!

Prayer was central to the overall success of VBS. Prayer Cards were included each week in the bulletin to
pray over leadership, participants, their families, volunteers and material needs. As registrations came in a
list of participants was included in the newsletter before and after VBS that we may continue prayer for
each one and their families.

SCUBA VBS was held during the week of June 9 — M awith a total registration of 95 kids. 84 kids were in
attendance during the week along with 47 volunteers which included 14 youth volunteers. This marked an
increase of 21 participants and an increase of 5 youth volunteers over last year. Many of these kids were
from unchurched families.

Each night we started out in the sanctuary for Sing and Play Splash. After a skit with our very own silly scuba
diver, Sydney Shores, we sang songs of praise and met our Bible Buddies. The next part of the evening, the
crews rotated between 4 stations - Reef Rec games, Tidal Treats (snack), Imagination Station and Bible
Adventures. Each station incorporated our underwater theme and/or the Bible Lesson for that particular
night. We came back together for Fin-tastic Finale in the sanctuary where we wrapped up the night with
cool experiments and more singing!

Our final night was a little different this year - we invited all participants, volunteers and families to
celebrate in the church yard with a homemade foam machine, hotdogs and cupcakes! It was an absolute
blast! Everyone enjoyed the week - it was apparent by the smiles, the joyful singing, the dancing, and the
upbeat energy throughout the church building! We were also excited to have had our VBS included in the
In Focus Magazine.

Summer brought some well needed rest to our Christian Ed Team; however, it became abundantly clear
that we were suffering burn out among our team as many struggled with personal life challenges and over
extended personal schedules. The desire to keep everything running is heartfelt, but the reality is a team
spread too thin.

As the team prepared to gather in August to confirm plans for the 2024-2025 school year, we were
prayerful about programming and leadership; we wanted to start with a blank slate that would allow
persons to step away from programs and roles where we didn@feel called by God. The hope was for
people to come into roles with full commitment and JOY. Although we did pick up a new Sunday School
teacher, we had more people step away than step up. Kids{lub is without permanent leadership, but we
felt it too important to not proceed with ¢stand in the gapé€ leadership.

Our Fall Programming started out with larger than normal attendance but has now settled into our average

attendance from last school year. Oak Grove Church has joined with Unionville Youth Group to try and build
together. They have had some participation by their membership, but it has not been the big boost we had

both hoped for.

It would be naive to think that we have gone unaffected by all that has transpired within the denomination.
The loss of members and the financial impact has left us in a turmoil that we are trying to rise above. Truly,
our desire A i@ answer the call to make disciples of Jesus Christ. We have every reason to believe that God

has a plan and purpose for Unionville and so we continue to pray and push forward as we lean on the Spirit

to carry us through. ]
Continued on next page
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The annual church conference is the annual meeting of Unionville Church. Much of the conference are the
annual approvals of the routine work of organizing the congregation such as the setting of the pastorQ
salary, the approval of lay servant ministers, and the election of lay leadership for 2025 as well as the
receiving of reports of our ministry activity. This year also had some matters that are unique to our
congregation and to this year.

The church conference is normally presided over by the District Superintendent. Rev. Deborah Ackley-
Killian fell and broke her foot about 2 hours before the meeting, resulting in her authorizing Pastor Alan as
an ordained Elder of the church to preside over the church conference.

The Unionville Church Conference approved three resolutions "to publicly state that while we remain a

United Methodist congregation and are unable to legally disaffiliate from the denomination, we are taking

this stand against the changes made by the 2020/2024 General Conference of The United Methodist

Church regarding the changes of language related to the practice of homosexuality, the conduct of same-

sex weddings, and the ordination of homosexuals." These resolutions included:

| Approval of an updated Wedding Policy that states: h! & | NXBadz 6> GKS FF OAfAoe
| KdZNOK aKFIff 2yfeée Kz2al 6SRRAy3Ia o0SiGo6SSy 2yS oAzt
9 Approval to change the name from "Unionville United Methodist Church" to "Unionville Church".

Approval to discontinue use of the Cross & Flame logo as part of the branding of Unionville Church.

The Communications Ministry Team has changed the domain to Unionville.Church and updated the pages
of the website accordingly. The Facebook, YouTube, and Instagram pages have also been changed to
UnionvilleChurch naming. @The Disciple€¢ aur monthly newsletter, bulletin, and screens in the Sanctuary
have likewise been updated. We know that we may still discover a few places that have not been updated
and we will care for them as they are discovered.

At the January Trustees meeting, they will take the necessary actions to make the legal name changes with
the government as a non-profit corporation. Then the Treasurer will start working through updating our
name with account vendors as well.

Some of the reports are printed in this newsletter. See Pastor Alan or Linda to get a copy of the full church
conference booklet if you would like one.
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invite your friends & neighbors!

An all-you-care-to-eat buffet for only $12.00! V] eet
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