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Challenges Today Build Faith for Tomorrow 

We love vacations so we can disappear to places where we 
won’t face interruptions or unpredictable situations. Stress 
soon disappears, and we can finally relax. Time away is a  
reliable source of strengthening, but our faith is built most 
when we are faced with unforeseen challenges. And God uses 
challenges today for assignments tomorrow. 

 

Way back in 735 BC, King Ahaz took the throne for Judah, but he was not prepared 
for what would confront him. Before he could sit down, Jerusalem was under  
military attack by the armies of a pair of kings who were allied. The Bible says King 
Ahaz was so afraid that he was shaking like tree branches in the wind. He felt  
terrorized! 
 

The Lord saw the king’s fear and sent the prophet Isaiah to encourage him. Isaiah 
said the attack would not stand. And the last part of Isaiah’s prophecy for Ahaz has 
relevance for us today. Speaking to king Ahaz and all the people of Judah, the Lord 
said, “If you are not firm in your faith, then you will not be firm at all” (Isaiah 7:9b).  
This is pointed advice for a new leader. Your faith is not just an advantage to your 
religious life or your routine in worshipping God. Faith in God stabilizes your whole 
life, including your ability to serve as a leader. Wouldn’t it have been great if Ahaz 
learned that lesson before he became king? If it was natural for him to seek and 
heed the advice of our Lord, he would have known that God was already aligned 
with Judah and defending Jerusalem.  
 

But Ahaz did not listen. 
 

In the gospel of John, we see Jesus getting his disciples ready for unique roles of 
serving the church after Jesus ascended into heaven. They would need to be ready 
to teach, preach, heal, and deliver people from all kinds of oppression. They could 
not be shaky in their faith. They would never be rich rulers or national kings, but 
they would ignite growth for a kingdom that would last forever: the glorious  
Kingdom of God. 
 

Jesus trained his leaders before they knew what was happening, and this is often 
the case when Jesus builds our faith: we cannot see where we are going, so we 
must rely on our Master. 
 

Jesus took the new disciples across the stormy sea of Galilee to a man possessed 
and oppressed by many demons. No one could control the man except Jesus, and 
the actions of Jesus sparked a revival there. Jesus was building the disciples’ faith 
as they watched. Instead of traveling around Samaria, Jesus led his disciples 
through it. Jesus broke cultural traditions of ritual purity and had a  
meaningful and revealing discussion with a woman            (continued on page 5)     
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PRAYER CHAIN 
Begins In The Church Office 

(724)843-0862 

Prayer concerns for our Church Family & Friends... 

General Health 
Lin Carpenter 
Linda Eiler 
Aaron Henck 
Joyce Henck 
Elmira Hollingshead 
John Kennedy                                
Thelma Koch 
Pat Sanchez 
Ralph Spoettle 
AJ Wolfe 
 

Surgery &  
Procedures 
Ron Ashurst 
Ron Morrison 
Sue Presto 
Nan Wiser 
 

Treatments 
Kristen Russ 
Tim Shane 
Mary Stantry 
Kristina Webb 
 

Mourning Loss 
Joe Ondrusek Family 
 

Missionaries 

Karl & Deb Crossman 
Hosanna Industries 
Franz Payoute 
Darlene Rimer 
Skybacher Ministries 
 

Praise 
Answered Prayers 
All Church Conference 
Church Family 
Church Ministry Teams 
Loving & Active God 
Parsonage Tenants 
Praise in Waiting 
Sunday School Teachers 
Youth & Kids’ Club Leaders 
 

Extended Care 
Troy & Nora Baker 
Cody Boors 
Judy Cantner 
Jessica Castelli 
Wayne Davis 
Holden Eckman 
Carolyn Ewing 
Margaret Ewing 
Michelle Furgiuele 
Heidi Lois 
Mary Ann Mencher 
Finley Metzler 
George Peffer 
Petie Petrik 
Janet Pfaff 
Tim Shane 
Alice Short 
Amy & Dave Smail 
 

 
 

Home Touch 
Joe Biddle 
Bim Brightwell 
Carol Bubb 
Don & Nancy Deutsch 
Linda Eiler 
Pat Elick 
George & Carol Flickinger 
Sylvia Hendrickson 
Elmira Hollingshead 
Lee Jenkins 
Thelma Koch 
Thelma Miller 
Dawn Mohrbacher 
George Peffer 
Janet Pfaff 
Tim Ramsey 
Amie Ritter 
Rhonda Sharp 
Walter & Carole Young 

Names will appear on the prayer list for four consecutive 

weeks with the exception of the Home Touch and  

Extended Care lists. The Extended Care list is for those 

with Chronic Illnesses who may need prayer long term. 

From time to time, if we have not received an update on a 

person or if a person has been doing well, they may be  

removed until we are asked to put them back on with an 

update to their condition.  

Prayer Chain 

If you or anyone you know would like to 

 be added to the prayer list or to either  

the telephone or email prayer chain,  

please contact Linda or the church office. 

(724)843-0862 

(724)544-6758 

Other Prayer Needs 
Church Family 
Community 
Diamond Family  
Floyd McGaffick 
Hunter 
Kids’ Club volunteers 
Pastor Barry & Family 
Unspoken Needs 
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10/02   Elijah Miller 

10/02   Brian Spielman 

10/04   Sharon Miller 

10/04   Hannah Chaousy 

10/06   Madeline Rodecker 

10/06   Joseph Fash 

10/06   Chelsea Carpenter 

10/07   Debby Catalano 

10/10   Bob Vargo 

 

We enjoy being able to share your special dates. 
Please, if we overlook you or someone you know, let us know so 

that we can add the special date to our records.  
Please hold these special people in prayer this month.  

Happy Anniversary 

10/04   Rob & Amy McKinney 

10/05   Orrin & Holly LeFebvre 

10/10   Bob & Cindy Vargo 

 

10/10   George Flickinger 

10/13   Mike Lewis 

10/14   Emily Lawrence 

10/16   Brian Beige 

10/16   Farah Donaldson 

10/17   Autumn Ashurst 

10/19   Emily Ames 

10/26   Teresa Lawrence 

10/27   Michelle Davidson 

10/27   Donna Grimes 

10/27   Jim Miller Jr 

10/30   Jessica Donawitz 

10/31   Jacob Simpson 

 

CHOIR                                                                                                       Robin Beige 

Even though it’s only October, it’s time to start thinking about the church 
Christmas pageant. Last year, we had so many  
gifted church members share their God given  
talent, and we are looking forward to it again! This 
is an all church event. Dust off that instrument, 
polish those dance shoes, or clear out those vocal 
chords. Come share your gifts and give praise to 
our Savior!  
 

Unionville’s Got Talent will be held on the evening 
of December 21. Please see Robin Beige for details 
if you’d like to participate.  
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OCTOBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Oct 1  Adult Bible Study, Nominations Meeting 

Oct 2  Choir Practice, Adult Bible Study   

Oct 4  Community Breakfast 

Oct 5  Sunday Worship, Sunday School, Youth Group, Kids’ Club  

Oct 6  UWF meeting 

Oct 7  Sewing Ladies  

Oct 8  Adult Bible Study 

Oct 9  Choir Practice, Adult Bible Study 

Oct 12  Sunday Worship, Sunday School, Family Service Night 

Oct 14  Sewing Ladies, Trustee Meeting, Finance Meeting  

Oct 15  Adult Bible Study 

Oct 16  Choir Practice, Adult Bible Study 

Oct 18  Every Daughter Luncheon 

Oct 19  Laity Sunday Worship, Sunday School, Youth Group, Kids’ Club 

Oct 20  Ad Council Meeting 

Oct 21  Sewing Ladies, Food Pantry 

Oct 23  All Church Conference 

Oct 24  Newsletter Deadline  

Oct 25  Youth Group—Trick or Treat Trail 

Oct 26—Nov 9 Harvest Home Collection   

Oct 26  Sunday Worship, Sunday School, Yeck’s Farm Outing 

Oct 28  Sewing Ladies 

Oct 29  Adult Bible Study 

Oct 30  Choir Practice, Adult Bible Study 
 

Looking Ahead 

Nov 1  Community Breakfast 

Nov 2  All Saints Sunday Worship 

Nov 12  Red Cross Blood Drive 

Nov 18  Harvest Home Food Pantry 

Nov 26  Thanksgiving Eve Worship @Oak Grove Lutheran Church 

Please hold all our events in your prayers.  

This Calendar of Events is 

complete as of the  

newsletter writing, however 

dates may be added.  

Keep an eye on the weekly  

bulletin announcements for 

additions. 
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UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH                                                                  Linda Eiler 

PASTOR’S CORNER                                                                             Pastor Barry 

United Women of Faith will again be selling soup, subs & pepperoni rolls for Election Day Nov. 4th. Order 
forms will be available every Sunday in October. The last day to order will be Sunday October 26th. so we can 
get the orders to the suppliers. Extra forms will be available if anyone would like to take a form with them to 
obtain orders from friends and co-workers. 

We will be at the Family Life Center from 11a.m.-6p.m. on November 4th. for order pickup. Anyone picking 
up orders are asked to come in the side door on parsonage side so we don't interfere with those voting. Signs 
will be posted where to enter.  

We appreciate your support of this fundraiser. It supports our missionaries and is used for purchase of items 
needed for the life of the church. 

Soup can be frozen for those cold winter nights when you don't feel like cooking. 

Thank you for your support. 

(continued from page 1) 
at a well. The words of Jesus transformed her life; she sparked a revival there. It was in the borderlands that 
Jesus prepared his disciples to be fearless in taking the gospel to outsiders. Their faith in God grew firm. As 
we know from the book of Acts, some apostles (such as Peter) struggled with bringing the good news to  
gentiles. But they must have eventually realized that the challenging training in the borderlands was for a 
purpose. In the same way Jesus stopped for the one person suffering from sin, disease or oppression, they 
would stop for the one to share the powerful and transformational news of the Messiah. 
 

As God challenges Unionville Church to reach those who have never heard the gospel and those who are 
suffering some kind of oppression, we need firm faith. And we need to learn from the Master: Jesus. The 
challenges we face today can equip us for expanding the kingdom of God tomorrow. 

SAVE THE DATE—Tickets on sale before and after worship, September 28, October 5 & October 12! 

Every Daughter Luncheon 
  Saturday October 18th @ Noon 

 Open to all daughters, daughter-in-laws, and friends of Unionville. 

 Light lunch, themed tables (sit at your favorite table)- 

 "Unique" Fashion Show (you won't be disappointed) 

$10.00 adult  $5.00 kids 12 & under 

Come join us for fun & fellowship  
as we celebrate being daughters of the King. 

Ecclesiastes 3:2 For everything there is a season. A time to cry and a time to laugh.  
May this day of fellowship bring laughter for all attending. 
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FREEDOM AREA EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION HALL OF FAME 
2025 INDUCTEE 
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SPPRC                                                                                                          Paula Boyd 

 
Lord we lift up prayers for our Pastor and his family. We give thanks for his 
appointment to Unionville. We are so blessed to have his family in our midst. 
We thank you for the gifts with which you have equipped Pastor Barry, for 
such a time as this.   
 
We ask Lord for protection over he and his family, protect their time together 
as a family, protect their persons, their home their extended family and their 
ministry.  Grant to Pastor Barry discernment and wisdom. Lead him Lord as he 
leads us in accordance with your will. In the mighty name of Jesus we pray. 
AMEN 
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FAMILY SERVICE NIGHT                                                                                      Sharon Miller 

 

SEWING/QUILTING GROUP 

Tuesdays 10:00 am—noon 

All are welcome whether or not you sew or quilt.  

Great time of fellowship! 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION                                                                                       Linda Miller 

The school year is in full swing and so is our Christian Ed Programming. We start off with a full slate of 

Sunday School classes following worship from 11 am until noon. We have a pre-K—K class taught by 

Miss Holly, our Elementary Class is taught by Miss Tammy, Middle School is taught by Miss Tiffani and 

we have our High School Class taught by Miss Makayla. Our adult class is led by a team of teachers, 

Roy & Dawn Alexander, Elaine Hefner and Jon Beige, they are currently studying the first missionary 

journey.  

Sunday Evening from 6:30 until 8 our Youth Group (5th grade– 12th grade) and our Kids’ Club meet. 

We have partnered with Oak Grove Lutheran Church again this year and are praying for these programs 

to grow as we welcome the community to come and be a part as we grow in faith.  

Our Kids’ Club and Youth Group along with the congregation also participate in Family Service Nights 

on the second Sunday of each month in lieu of our regular meeting. These nights are planned Mission/

Service events where we go into the community and lend a hand. Plan to attend with us October 12th 

for our first Service Night (details on page 9) 

The month of October will also find us on our annual fieldtrip to Yeck’s Farm. This is always a fun time 

for the entire congregation along with all our Youth Group and Kids’ Club families. (see details on page 

13) 

Adult Bible Studies have long been an important part of the ministry at Unionville. Wednesday Adult 

Bible Study meets from 10:30 am—noon in the Conference Room. Thursday Adult Bible Study meets 

from 7:00—8:30 pm in the Adult Sunday School Classroom. All are welcomed to come and be a part 

of these bible study opportunities.  

We welcome the many opportunities to come together and learn and grow in faith. If you have a class 

or an idea that you’d like to try, see Linda Miller and we’ll get it going.  

Children’s Church has also resumed during the worship service. Children are dismissed to the  

Conference Room following their “Conversation with Pastor Barry”. 

I hope that everyone will take the opportunity to plug into a study opportunity. It’s imperative that we 

continue to grow in our faith as we seek to lead other’s to Christ. We are called to make disciples. Let’s 

start a revival and pack the house! 

 

 
 

We are never too young 

and we are never too old 

to learn God’s Word. 
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KIDS’ CLUB                                                                                                                  Linda Miller 

Why Kids’ Club? 

I was recently asked if Kids’ Club was necessary since we have Sunday 
School, is there a reason we have to come back out Sunday Evening? 
Admittedly the question caused me to pause for a moment but then as I 
explained the program the answer was clear. Kids’ Club is a community 
outreach. Yes, our own kids attend, but we also have kids that don’t 

attend our church, who attend Kids’ Club. Kids need Jesus. Kids’ Club introduces kids to Jesus.  

Unionville has long been known for our VBS program, a one week community summer  
outreach program. My dream is to grow Kids’ Club to larger numbers such as we see at VBS. 
VBS could be the catalyst to making this happen. We could design it to run it like a mini VBS. 
The one single drawback however is lack of volunteer help to handle a large number of kids.  

So how can you help? Pastor Barry has been talking a great deal about spiritual gifts and  
answering the Lord’s call. I believe some of you may have felt a call towards Kids’ Club, but 
you’re just not seeing how that could be your call. Well here’s how…. I would like to break 
Kids’ Club into 3 manageable pieces, Lesson, Craft & Games. We have incredibly talented  
people within our congregation. If Heather and I continue to plan and teach the lesson, who 
among us might be able to take that lesson and plan a neat craft to go along side it? Who 
among us might be able to plan some fun games to go along with the lesson? Maybe you 
don’t do every week, maybe several people take several different weeks, a rotation perhaps?  

Together we can make this happen and build Kids’ Club into a ministry that serves many  
children from our community. This is my dream, I need your help to see it happen. Please hold 
this in prayer and ask God where you may fit into his plan.  

We are 2 weeks into Kids’ Club as of the writing of the newsletter. The first week we learned 
that we need to be conscientious about treating others the way we want to be treated. We 
are responsible to be kind and loving towards others. We made cards to give to someone who 
might be feeling lonely or left out. We played a game of 4 square which taught us about  
teamwork and about helping others who may not be as capable as we are. Sloane was the  
recipient of help and caring as all the boys very patiently showed her how to serve the ball.  

This past week our lesson was on Faith. We learned that in order to have Faith we need to 
trust. The more we get to know someone the more we can trust and have Faith in them. 
That’s why it’s important to read God’s word, pray and attend church. The more we get to 
know God the more our Faith increases. We played Games that required trusting one another 
as we were blindfolded and led through an obstacle course. We also did “faith falls”. We then 
gathered and used our artistic abilities to paint our individual renditions of something that  
either showed faith or required faith.  The kids did a great job and even pitched in to help one 
another complete their paintings. Spread the word… Kids’ Club is the place to be Sunday 
Evening. Hope to see you there! 
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YOUTH GROUP                                                            Wendy Kline & Tiffani Keil 

Happy fall, y'all!  We have begun our new season of youth group.  We now have an incredible meeting room, 
thanks to Janna and her Eagle Scout project. Thank you to everyone who donated and helped to make this 
happen! I encourage you to stop down and take a look at it if you haven't already done so.  It is truly a  
blessing to have been given the use of this room for Youth Group.  

Making use of furnishings that were already in the building or donated, the room was  furnished to suit most 
of our needs. The only missing item was a smart TV.  The youth were asked a few question regarding  
obtaining a TV for the room; Why do you want a TV in the youth group room?  What can it be used for?  Here 
are the replies from the youth....  

Janna: "So we can watch videos during Sunday school and youth group meetings.  Also, so we can watch  
movies."  

Gregory: "I want a TV in the youth room because it can help us now and in the future.  It can help us learn 
more."  

Brian: "We can use it for lessons and youth lock-ins."  

Jordyn: "So we can maybe watch/listen to podcasts or watch videos."  

Connor: "So we can watch videos on our lessons."  

April: "I want a TV so we could watch videos about Jesus.  It could be used for videos, lesson plans, and maybe 
Kahoot's about Jesus."  

Taylor: " To listen to Jesus."  

The lessons series we are using, provides video links to support each lesson.  Having a TV in our room  
provides the youth with the opportunity to view these now and for future lessons.   

Our leaders are planning to host movie nights for the youth and their friends as well as watching Steelers 
games together.  The opportunities are endless.  The high school Sunday school class is also utilizing this 
space every week and benefit from the TV as well.  

The kick-off of our Fall Programming officially placed this room into use and so Wendy purchased a tv for the 
youth room and it is now in regular use. If you are inclined to do so, the youth group appreciates your help in   
funding the TV purchase.  The youth will certainly appreciate any offering you can provide.  We would not be 
where we are without all of your support.  

Last week was our first meeting for which we had 8 youth in attendance.  This makes our hearts very full and 
we encourage them to invite their friends.  We are studying a lesson called "The Path" from Right Now  
Media.  If anyone would like to look at it, it is saved in a "youth group" folder making it easy to find.  "The 
Path" is about a journey that will change everything for a young lady named, Tal. It shows us that we were 
made for more than just knowing about the path of Jesus. We were made to experience it for ourself.  The 
first lesson is called "The City: What are you searching for?".  It portrays the life of a young professional trying 
to reach specific goals, pushing herself in her career, wanting to be like her parents, wanting to make them 
proud. Once she reached her goal, she then was looking further and seeking more and more advancement; 
wanting more. When do we reach our own fulfillment?  When is enough, enough?  Our path is not always a 
straight one, like we hope it will be, or should be.   

We opened the night with a game called "pipeline".  This game was chosen specifically because of how it 
works.  There are a variety of tubes that are different lengths, not all straight.  Each person holds a tube as 
they stand in a line.  A ball is placed in the first tube and the rest of the                      (continued on next page)           
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(continued from page 12) 

kids would guide the ball through one tube after another in efforts to not let the ball fall through a gap.  After 
the ball leaves your tube you go to the end to keep the path going.  There are different shapes and angles to 
this game, just like in life.  Our path in life isn't always a straight one, we have twists and turns that may lead 
us away from the direction we thought we were going.  Twists and turns that we need to overcome to stay 
on our path. Finding Jesus is the goal, no matter how we get there, no matter what path we take.  Stay tuned 
to continue hearing our journey, on our path to Jesus.  

In other news... 

Trick or treat candy donations are being received in a box located in the Narthex. Candy will be handed out at 
New Sewickley Township Trick or Treat Trail as a community outreach. A flyer is placed in the treat bags with 
information about Unionville Church and the youth programs we offer. 

Youth are selling 2026 Christian based calendars. Each calendar is $10. They are from the same company we 
use every year. Please see one of the youth if you wish to purchase any.  Thank you for your support! 

 

Thank you for your support! 

YOUTH GROUP                                                            Wendy Kline & Tiffani Keil 

26th 
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Do you have a neighbor, friend, or family member who is having financial difficulties? 

Food Pantry Distribution 

October 21st & November 18th 
4:30—6:oo PM 

Questions? Call the Church Office  
@724-843-0862 

Current Food Pantry needs can be found on  
Unionville’s Website @ unionville.church 

COMPASSIONATE MINISTRIES                                                          Paula Boyd 
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Joe Biddle 
902 Eighth Avenue 
Freedom, PA 15042 
 

Bim  & Deb Brightwell 
1290 Route 68 
Rochester, PA 15074 
 

Don & Nancy Deutsch 
535 Lincoln Blvd 
Freedom, PA 15042 
 

Linda Eiler 
125 Pflug Road 
New Brighton, PA 15066 
 

Pat Elick 
1310 Route 68 
Rochester, PA 15074 
 

George & Carol Flickinger 
1252 Route 989 
Rochester, PA 15074 
 
 

Sylvia Hendrickson 
10 Adams Ridge Blvd. Rm A-8 
Mars, PA 16046 
 

Elmira Hollingshead 
1013 Stockton Ridge 
Cranberry Twp., PA 16066 
 

Lee Jenkins 
1080 Robinson Street 
Freedom, PA 15042 
 

Thelma Koch 
900 3rd Ave 
3rd floor Rm 310 
Beaver Falls, PA 15010 
 
 

Thelma Miller 
1281 Route 68 
Rochester, PA 15074 
 

Janet Pfaff 
103 Burgess Drive 
Blue Ridge Apt 2014 
Zelienople, PA 16063 
 

George Peffer 
114 Lyons Lane 
Harmony, PA 16037 

HOME TOUCH 

Tim Ramsey 
724 Druschel Road 
New Brighton, PA 15066 
 

Duane Rape 
130 Harkins Mill Road 
Rochester, PA 15074 
 

Amie Ritter 
141 R Harold Street 
New Brighton, PA 15066 
 

Rhonda Sharp 
951 Route 68 
New Brighton, PA 15066 
 

Walter & Carole Young 
512 Allola Drive 
New Brighton, PA 15066 

 

Please take a moment to remember our  
Home Touch Friends 

With a note, card, phone call and especially a prayer. 

If you know of someone who should be  
added to our Home Touch Friend List, 

Please contact the church office.  

If you would like a visit from our Home Touch Team or 

Pastor, please notify the church office. 
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Community Breakfast 
Saturday, October 4th! 

8:00—10:00 am 
Please come and lend a hand; come and eat;  

invite your friends & neighbors! 
 

An all-you-care-to-eat buffet for only $12.00! 
 

The proceeds from these meals help fund  
various ministries throughout the year. 

 

FAMILY LIFE CENTER 
RENTALS 

We are currently taking 
Rental reservations. 
Call the Church Office 

At (724)843-0862 

Join us for Sunday Worship 

In our Sanctuary @9:30 am 

or virtually. via 

Our YouTube channel. 

Unionville Church 

1297 Route 68 
(New Sewickley Township) 

Rochester, PA 15074 
724-843-0862 

Email: unionville1@comcast.net 
www.unionville.church 

Pastor Barry Henck 
barryhenck@yahoo.com 

(724)518-0035 

Pastor Barry is available in his office  
to meet with you. Stop in and see him.  

 

Tuesdays: Noon—3:30PM 
Thursday: Noon—3:30PM 
Saturdays: Noon—3:30PM 

 
Additional hours available by appointment.  


